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Chamber of Commerce
Monthly Meetings

Group Meeting:
Second Thursday of each month
at the Am Legion at 7:00pm

Committee Meetings:
Second Monday of each month
At the Village Hall
Public Relations at 6:00 pm
Fundraising & Community Events at 7:00
Youth Programs at 8:00 pm

First Tuesday of each month
In the Computer Lab at the School
Website Development at 6:00 pm
Networking at 7:00 pm

More committee meetings will be added later

If you haven't had a chance to sign up for any
committees yet and would like to, please do!.

[
The State Bank of Prairie du Rocher started inrmssi on October 2, 1906 when it received a
charter from the State of lllinois. Throughout tlears the bank has been in three different
buildings, all within the same block. The bank ajted in their first building next to Conner's
Store from 1906 to 1939 which then was convertéa épost office. The second bank building
located at the corner of Market & DuClos was usethf1939 to 1986 and is currently the
library and offices for Pensoneau Construction. fiirel bank building was built during 1985-
86 and was moved into on April 26, 1986. The curberlding serves as the mai
office and operations center for the bank. A brdiacility was built in Red Bud
and opened its doors in December 1999.

The Prairie du Rocher location currently has semaployees and the Red Bud

facility has eight employees. The Board of Direstoonsists of five local individu
The bank is very proud of its employees for theyal service, and dedication. Customers can
always expect to receive a friendly greeting arafgssional service. The bank offers several
types of checking and savings accounts, certificateleposits, safe deposit boxes, IRA’'s an
various loan products. We offer internet bankintj,pay, 24 hour voice access to account
information, web-site at pdrbank.com, license stiaglenewals, car title and license ordering,
savings bonds, fax service. Also, both locationseh®TM’s for customer convenience.

The bank feels the newly formed Chamber of Commeiitde a great asset for the Village o
Prairie du Rocher and surrounding area. It is waportant for a community to have devoted
individuals, organizations and businesses to prertiw growth and development of our sma
community.

The Prairie du Rocher Chamber of Commerce held yleair end banquet celebration on Wednesday, Aptil with
a large crowd in attendance. The catered meapvwasded by Chamber member Lisa Durbin of Lisa'shéaStreet
Grille in Prairie du Rocher. Among the highliglafsthe evening was site superintendent Darrell Birggis
announcement that not only with the Rendezvouseiddeke place this year after all, but also thatRort will be
reopening as early as this week The historic sitddinois were formerly grouped under the lllisoHistoric
Preservation Agency, but due to changes in then@gton of the state government will now be listgth the state
parks under the auspices of the lllinois Departnoéatural Resources. The crowd cheered as Doggsive the
news, and it was announced that the village wslbdle proceeding with all of its Rendezvous adtisias well,
including food stands, live music, the annual parahd Play at the Park for the kids.

Following the Fort update, guest speaker Rderrim, founder of Sangamo Archaeological Centevided a
very interesting presentation regarding the Archaggoal dig on the Louvier home near Prairie du IRevacemetery.
Local resident and historian, Dr. Margaret Kimlgdbwn and several archaeologists and co-workere baen
working on the dig for some four years, and hageaiered some amazing artifacts and informatidretp place the
age of the home and the type of people who livedetiat the time. Mazrim showed in his powerpomespntation,
the significance of the find and the virtual untoed nature of historical information that is aviaiéain Prairie du
Rocher. He stated that most other cities andgéhian our area that are of the same age, haw eiglcome a
metropolis or are no longer in existence. "ltaeerto find a village that is so old and so riclmistorical information
that has continued to thrive and develop in a m&aging process without any major catastrophelatWou have
here is very precious." Mazrim stated.

Following the presentation, members enjoyedwegppoint review of the Chamber's first year, figting events
that have been established, speakers who havedptbiniformation, and projects that have been camlend are in
the works. The group is currently working on sewyit'Visit Prairie du Rocher" signs that will beapkd on the Ferry
itself, on the lllinois side of the Ferry, and aladhe Ruma area.

New officers for the upcoming 2009/2010 dilsgear for the Chamber were proudly announceleatrteeting.
They include Financial Director Mark Laurent, Treas Ann Laurent, Speaker Coordinator Barb Webecr&ary
Dawn Walker, Vice President Tim Durbin, and Prestdemy Barbeau. Everyone is looking forward tauacessful
and prosperous second year and new members aneraged to join. There are memberships availabi@nly for
businesses, but also for individuals as well asorgbrofit groups. If you are interested in gedtinvolved, the
Chamber wants your membership.

The next event being planned by the Chambeicok-off known as "The Big Bad BBQ and Chili CeOK" that
will be held on Saturday, May 2nd in front of thenérican Legion Hall.

The Chamber meets as a full group on the se€bodsday of each month.
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The first annual “Big Bad BBQ and Chili
Cook-Off”

Saturday, May 2"
From 11:00 am — 3:00 pm
in front of the PDR American Legion Hall

The cook-off will give competitors a chance tq
vie for the titles of Best Pork Steak, Best Chili
and Best Stand Presentation. Cash prizes a
trophies will be awarded to the winners. Thos|
who are more "eaters" than "cookers" will be a
to purchase a wristband and taste samples fror
the stands as they learn who the winners are
Other concessions include Turner’s Kettle Cor
Tropical Sno, and Bloomin’ Onions and Live
Music by “Road Trip” will also be on hand. Th
Chamber is hoping for a great turnout for this fi
ever event.

Entry Fee: $20 per category.
For Entry Rules and Requirements and to registe
call 618-284-7308 or email at pdrchamber@htc.n¢g
Entries must be received by April 24

Want to Join the
Prairie du Rocher
Chamber of Commerc

It's easy, you can email
pdrchamber@htc.netr call Amy
at 284-7308 or just come to a

meeting on the second Thursday
of every month.

all
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NEXT MONTH'S

MEETING

14th at 7 p.m. at the
Legion Hall in Prairie du
Rocher. The Guest
speaker for the May
meeting will be Karen
Stallman, Vice Provost,
Red Bud Campus of
Southwestern lllinois
College. She will be
discussing what the
college has to offer that
may be of interest to ou
members. Following thal
will be Jeff Gillespie of
the Randolph County
Historical Society
providing an update of
what his group does and
all the things they are
involved in, and how

individuals can learn morg

The next meeting will bfl DON'T MISS ALL THE FUN!!
held on Thursday, May

Fort de Chartres Kid’'s Day
At the Prairie du Rocher Community Park

Saturday, May 9from 10 am — 4 pm

Come and enjoy these great activities!!
**Rope Making**
**Quill Pen Writing**
**_eather Work**
*Puppet Show**
*Archery**
**Face Painting**
**Yard Games**

The event is free for all kids and it is hoped thdt
a large crowd will attend this year. Kids can
earn tokens for each activity they participate if
and can turn in their tokens for prizes that wil
also be available. King and Queen of Kid's Day
will be chosen at 11 am and again at 2 pm.
Refreshments will be available for a small fee
Everyone is invited and encouraged to attend dnd
see what kid's day is all about.

A new and enhanced Prairie du Rocher
brochure is currently being developed as
well and members are reminded to renew

their memberships by May 1st to be includged
in the brochure

[

about getting involved.

]

If you missed Picture Day this past weekend, thefe
will be more opportunities in the future to shaosiy
photos and articles with the Chamber. A large
digital database of these items are being collected
and will be used to share Prairie du Rocher's hist
for years to come. Particular photos that aredein
sought right now include the "dinky" that used to|
stop in Prairie du Rocher, as well as any and al
photos of the Brickey mansion. Also photos of olf
businesses no longer in existence would be grea
have. And of course, any and all other photos @o
be greatly appreciated!

Everyone is invited and
encouraged to attend.

2009 PDRChamber Officers

Annual Membership Fees
Business: $25.00
Individual: $15.00
Non-for-Profit: Free

Amy Barbeau — President
Tim Durbin — Vice President
Mark Laurent — Financial Director
Ann Laurent — Treasurer
Dawn Walker — Secretary
Barb Weber — Speaker Coordinatg




