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    The Chamber is proud to present the next business of the month, The American Legion 
 Post 622.  We would like to thank the legion for being the location of our monthly meetings. 
   The American Legion was chartered by the U.S. Congress in 1919 as a patriotic wartime 
veteran organization. The American Legion is a non for profit community service  
organization devoted to mutual helpfulness. The Legions number one goal is service to the 
veteran, to their families, and to the community.  Joseph Park Post 622, Prairie du Rocher, 
 was chartered in 1934. Pvt. Joseph Park, age 28, was killed in action during WW1 in France. He 
is buried in the Meuse-Argonne American cemetery in Romagne-Sous-Montfaucon, France. 
   Post 622 memberships are currently 190+. The post actively participates with the American 
Legion Ladies Auxiliary to provide services to the community of Prairie du Rocher and the 
surrounding area. We support youth organizations such as the Boy Scouts of America in their 
efforts to provide services to the community. The annual food drive is a joint project that we 
work together on.  
   The post is open to the public and the legion hall is available for booking your social events. 
We appreciate the support the community gives back to the Legion. You can contact the  
manager at (618) 284 -9509.  If you or someone you know is a veteran and would like to  
know if you are eligible to become a member of the American Legion or Ladies Auxiliary,  
please stop by the post and inquire. Commander Mike Kennedy says “We are proud to be 
associated with the Prairie du Rocher Chamber of Commerce and applaud your efforts in 
continuing to bring new and exciting ideas to the village of Prairie du  
Rocher and the surrounding area.”  
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   The Prairie du Rocher Chamber of Commerce held their regular monthly meeting on Thursday, 
Feb. 12 at the American Legion Hall.  Featured speaker for the evening was Rodney Nevois, 
President of the Red Bud Chamber of Commerce.  Mr. Nevois shared some advice on Chamber 
organization, community activities and roles for the group within the community.  He also 
suggested some organizations that may be helpful to form connections with, such as the Tourism 
Bureau of Southwestern Illinois.  Interestingly, a representative of the Tourism Group will be the 
featured speaker at the next meeting to address the Chamber on the advantages their group can 
offer.  
    As Mr. Nevois noted, the primary purposes of the Chamber are to get people to come to your 
town, and then to get them to spend money in the town through the local business owners.  
Chamber efforts are focused on promoting these ideas, and then as funds become available, 
spending Chamber money for town improvements and donations to worthy causes.  
    Mr. Nevois' lifelong connection to Prairie du Rocher as well as the 75 years of experience that 
the Red Bud Chamber of Commerce carries, provides a great benefit to Prairie du Rocher.  
Hopefully the two groups can continue to work together and perhaps find some joint projects to 
work on that will be of benefit to both organizations. 
   Darrell Duensing of Fort de Chartres was on hand to report on the continuing saga of the status of 
our state parks.  Although we have a new Governor now who is committed to the reopening of the 
parks, no formal word has been received yet about when that may occur.  Optimism still prevails 
however and it is hoped that the announcement will come soon.  Mr. Duensing also reported on the 
success of the recent trivia night put on by the newly formed Save Illinois History group.  The night 
was so successful that it is planned to become a yearly event.  The group is also planning a silent 
auction/music/refreshments evening coming up on March 14 in New Athens.  Watch for upcoming 
advertisements with all the details. This months attendance prize winner was Ann Laurent, who 
won a gift certificate for a new American Flag from the American Legion Hall. 
    As always new members and interested citizens of all kinds are invited and encouraged to attend 
Chamber meetings.  The more we can learn together, the more we can accomplish. 
 

Chamber of Commerce 
Monthly Meetings 

 
Group Meeting: 

Second Thursday of each month 
at the Am Legion at 7:00pm 

 
Committee Meetings: 

Second Monday of each month 
At the Village Hall 

Public Relations at 6:00 pm 
Fundraising & Community Events at 7:00 

Youth Programs at 8:00 pm 
 

First Tuesday of each month 
In the Computer Lab at the School 
Website Development at 6:00 pm 

Networking at 7:00 pm 
 

More committee meetings will be added later 
 

If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for any  
committees yet and would like to, please do!.   
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PDR Chamber 
Membership Renewal 

 

The PDR Chambers first year 
will be coming to an end in 
April.  We have had a very 
successful year and want to 

thank all of our members!  We 
could not have done it without 

you!  In preparation for our 
second year, all members will 
be receiving a renewal letter 
and form.  Please complete 
this and return as soon as 
possible.  Money received 

from annual membership dues 
funds our yearly insurance 

policy allowing the Chamber 
to continue to offer festivals 
and events throughout the 

town.   We look forward to our 
second year!!! 
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Want to Join the 
        Prairie du Rocher  
                Chamber of Commerce.. 
 
It’s easy, you can email 
pdrchamber@htc.net or call Amy at 
284-7308 or just come to a meeting 
on the second Thursday of every 
month. 
 
Annual Membership Fees 
Business: $25.00 
Individual: $15.00 
Non-for-Profit: Free 
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Presented by The PDR Volunteer Fire Department 

Saturday, April 18 at 7:00 p.m. 

 

 
Advance Admission Tickets 

Reserved Seating $15 per person 
(must be purchased in groups of 8) 

 
For Tickets or more Information 

Call Dawn at 618-317-5104 

 

We Need Your Help!!! 
 

We are currently working on a new digitally 
enhanced version of the 1995 classic known as 
“Remembering Prairie du Rocher”.  Please contact 
Tim Durbin at pdrvideo@htc.net if you have any of 
the following or to arrange an interview: 
 

·  Photographs of Prairie du Rocher, past or present 
including people, building, events, landscapes, 
etc. 

·  Newspaper articles 
·  Audio or Video Recordings 
·  Do you have a story to tell? We can record it. 

 

Another project which is well on it’s way also needs 
your help.  Prairie du Rocher’s Historic Timeline is 
currently viewable on our webpage; however, we are 
working to fill in some blanks.  Please contact Daryl 
Clerc at pdrhistory@htc.net if you have any of the 
following: 
 

·  Historic photographs that illustrate important 
event on our timeline 

·  Newspaper articles, excerpts from books or 
personal journals 

·  Any other historic documents that you would like 
to have considered for use on the timeline 
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