Chamber of Commerce
Monthly Meetings

Group Meeting:
Second Thursday of each month
at the Am Legion at 7:00pm

Committee Meetings:
Second Monday of each month
At the Village Hall
Public Relations at 6:00 pm
Fundraising & Community Events at 7:00
Youth Programs at 8:00 pm

First Tuesday of each month
In the Computer Lab at the School
Website Development at 6:00 pm
Networking at 7:00 pm

More committee meetings will be added later

If you haven't had a chance to sign up for any
committees yet and would like to, please do!.
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The Prairie du Rocher Chamber of Commerce mehfar monthly meeting recently with a nice crowdattendance.
Speaking to the group for the Tourism Bureau oft®weastern lllinois, was Pat White, Marketing Dirarcof the
organization. Ms. White spoke about the diffefgutlications that her organization puts out and fraMusion in these
publications would be beneficial to Prairie du Rexhdesire to increase tourism throughout thagg!

The Tourism Bureau covers nine counties in Beestern lllinois and is the largest bureau sofitfitdcago. It's mission
is to work with local communities to help them lyrivisitors into their areas. White said, "In Sauthlllinois, we don't have
amusement parks and large tourist sites. We laoeetite our own destination and we can do thaibyering with other
local communities." White laid out ideas on hoveteate events that will take tourists from towrtaan on their excursions
and to use the Tourism Bureau to reach a widetyasfeourists about events that will be occurring.

Also speaking at the meeting was H. Dean fiteath of Springfield, IL who came to update thegymn his efforts to
promote the village of Prairie du Rocher with tleeelopment of an area that he compares to col@viilihmsburg. His
organization known as The Kings Colony would brihg means to Prairie du Rocher to become a signifigistoric center
for learning and the development of French Cultdfending being the main issue with the progreskisfproject, Campbell
continues to seek out investors to help make l@ardra reality. He looks to Prairie du Rocher fgport from it's residents
as well as a confirmed site for the developmemiciur.  Pat White of the Tourism Bureau joined ®@ampbell in her total
support of the project and offered matching grétms may be available for the start of such a ptoj@he Chamber will
continue to support Mr. Campbell's efforts and Ifmkways to encourage the development of Prairi®dcher's rich
heritage.

On a side note, Darrell Duensing of Fort der@aa was on hand to give an update on the stéthe ¢-ort. He informed
the group that Mr. Campbell is actually the foundthe Rendezvous in Prairie du Rocher, giving tsthe yearly tradition
back in the early 1970's. Duensing went on totBayno announcements have yet been made abastaths of the
Rendezvous for this year, since the historic siesain closed as of this writing. All are hopethéat an announcement will
be made soon and a decision can be made aboutexloethot some form of Rendezvous will be ablegdbld this year or
not. Discussed was the possibility of holding KiDay at the community park in May if the Fort rémseclosed at that time.
Tentative plans are being made in the event tleafEént will be unavailable for this popular yeatrgdition.

In other news, Bill Gonterman was on hand form the group about a philanthropic organizatierishinvolved in known
as Clifftop which works on saving the forests i atea. This group is planning an event in Fulid/ay 16",

Danny Steele addressed the group on the upggpeinny sales tax increase that will be on theobdilis year and what it
means to the village as well as the school. Heiged a short video on the subject.

Following the speakers, the Chamber discuspedming events that are currently being plannéuk first annual "Big
Bad BBQ and Chili Cook-Off" is being planned fort@aay, May 2°. The group also discussed the calendar, videb, an
historic timeline project that are in the worksThe winner of this month’s drawing was AnnettetBiean, who won an
Avon gift certificate donated by Linda Mudd.

Chamber members are also reminded that theahbanquet will be held on Thursday, April 9th gi.6h. before the
regular meeting. Those planning to attend aredaBK&SVP so that catering arrangements can be.made
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The first a@nnual “Big Bad BBQ and Chili Cook-Off”

Saturday, May 2
From 11:00 am — 3:00 pm
in front of the PDR American Legion Hall

The cook-off will give competitors a chance to vie for thig
titles of Best Pork Steak, Best Chili, and Best Stand ||
il

will be able to purchase a wristband and taste samples “u
all the stands as they learn who the winners are. Othg;
concessions and live music will also be on hand. The
Chamber is hoping for a great turnout for this firstrev

event.

Entry Fee: $20 per category.
For Entry Rules and Requirements and to register
call 618-284-7308 or email at pdrchamber@htc.net
Entries must be received by April 17

Presentation. Those who are more "eaters" than "cookdfis|'

With the calendar, video, and historic timelinejpots in
the works, the Chamber continues to look for oldupes,
articles, and stories of all kinds regarding Peadtii Rocher
(past and present). With this in mind we haveuped
“Picture Day”.

Sunday, April 19th
At 2 p.m.
at the PDR American Legion Hall

Anyone with pictures or slides they would be willing base
is asked to drop by. These pictures will be scanned that dglay
and loaded digitally into our computers, so that the pestur

never have to leave the possession of their owners. It edhgp

that enough people will come to share their photos and artifles,
that stories will also be told to go along with the jplsahat
can then be shared with generations to come. Your help . th

spreading the word about this project would be very muc|
appreciate All arewelcome to atten |

Don't forget the Chambe
is in need of pint canning
jars for the Apple
Festival. Let us know if
you have anyyou woul
like tofdonate
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. Presented by The PDR Volunteer Fire Department
1 At PDR American Legion I
Saturday, April 18 at 7:00 p-m .

TWO KEYBOARDS... 1

I TWO VOICES... .

! ULTIMATE ENTERTAINMENT!!! I

Want to Join the Prairie du Rocher Chamber of Cence. I DONT MISS THIS HIGH ENERCY, "

BIG CITY, ROCK-N-ROLL

Annual Membership Fees

It's easy, you can emaidrchamber@htc.netr call Amy at 284-7308|||
or just come to a meeting on the second Thursdayefy month.

Business: $25.00 * Individual: $15.00 * Non-for-ftoFree

SING-A-LONG, COMEDY PARTY!! I

Advance Admission Tickets |
Reserved Seating $15 per person .
(must be purchased in groups of 8) 1

For Tickets or more Information |
1 Call Dawn at 618-317-5104 -




