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    This month’s Business of the Month is Long Chat de Queue.  The shop opened in April 
of 2004.  Owner Debbie Horne says, “We are history buffs and love the Fort, we started 
the store with just a couple handfuls of items.  We had a goal of what type of items 
we wanted to carry in the gift shop and went from there.  We have grown into a  
very unique shop.  There hasn’t been a local owned store since the late 1970’s.”   
The shop carries a variety of items for everyone.  They have pottery, glass, china, 
souvenirs, t-shirts, toys and games.  They cater to reinactors carrying such items 
as homemade soap, muzzleloading supplies, patterns, fabric, compasses, and maps.  
Debbie says, “Our pride is our book selection.  We carry books for the history 
buff at heart, including books on local history, recipe books, and the 18th century.”  During 
There is always food available, they carry licorice, homemade maple sugar 
cakes, soda and snacks.  Long Chat de Queue is open Wednesday thru Sunday 10:00 am – 
4:00 pm, including holidays. 
 
Debbie says, “The main advantage to our town now having a Chamber of Commerce is 
exposure.  And we need this exposure to bring more people to our town.”  The shop also 
has a guest book that they ask visitors to sign.  It is very exciting to see the large amount 
of people from France, Canada, Japan, Germany, Sweden and other places all over the 
world.  They welcome everyone to stop by and thumb through the pages to see where 
everyone comes from.  They also have a lot of visitors that tracing down their family from 
other countries.  Don’t forget Rendezvous is June 6, 7, 8, please go out the Fort and visit 
Debbie and her shop, Long Chat de Queue.  And ENJOY the Rendezvous!!!!!!! 
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At last months meeting the guest speakers included Karen Stallman, Vice Provost of the 
Southwestern Illinois College, Red Bud Campus.  And Jeff Gillespie, President of the 
Randolph County Historical Society. 
    Ms.  Stallman spoke about the programs that are available through the college and how they 
could benefit Chamber members.  She mentioned that the average age of students attending 
the school is 28, so there are a lot of returning adult students taking advantage of programs that 
are available.  SWIC is also a very affordable community college with per credit hour costs 
being considerably less than those demanded at larger institutions.  With over 150 associate 
degree programs and occupational certificates available, many adults return to school to take 
advantage of these programs or to improve basic skills.  There are also many programs 
available to satisfy individual interests that are not necessarily for a degree.  Other advantages 
to working adults offered by the college include Selsius Corporate and Career Training 
programs, Community Education programs, GED classes, and block scheduling to allow ease 
in working around job commitments.  Such classes as Website design, office computer skills, 
and marketing programs have been very popular with working adults. 
    Jeff Gillespie spoke next with a presentation about the role of the Historical Society in the 
area.  He mentioned that the group maintains two properties including the Charter Oak School 
and the Creole House in Prairie du Rocher.  He gave a history of the Creole House explaining 
its beginnings and importance in the community. 
    Although the House continues to be a popular site for tourists to visit, the group struggles to 
find funds to continue with the upkeep of the building.  Mr. Gillespie asked Chamber members 
present to take an active interest in the continuation of the structure and invited everyone to 
become members of the Historical Society.  Following his presentation, the Chamber was 
advised of a grant that is now being sought through a collaboration of the Historical Society 
and the Chamber, to help provide funding for the Creole House project.  Further information 
will be given on this project as it becomes available. 

Chamber of Commerce 
Monthly Meetings 

 
Group Meeting: 

Second Thursday of each month 
at the Am Legion at 7:00pm 

 
Committee Meetings: 

Second Monday of each month 
At the Village Hall 

Public Relations at 6:00 pm 
Fundraising & Community Events at 7:00 

Youth Programs at 8:00 pm 
 

First Tuesday of each month 
In the Computer Lab at the School 
Website Development at 6:00 pm 

Networking at 7:00 pm 
 

More committee meetings will be added later 
 

If you haven’t had a chance to sign up for any  
committees yet and would like to, please do!.   
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Want to Join the 
        Prairie du Rocher  
                Chamber of Commerce.. 
 
It’s easy, you can email 
pdrchamber@htc.net or call Amy 
at 284-7308 or just come to a 
meeting on the second Thursday 
of every month. 
 
Annual Membership Fees 
Business: $25.00 
Individual: $15.00 
Non-for-Profit: Free 

 

Fort de Chartres Kid’s Day 
The Chamber also participated in the "Kid's Day" 
sponsored by Fort de Chartres and held at Prairie du 
Rocher Community Park recently.  A large group of kids 
came to participate in the free activities that were held 
throughout the day.  Kids got to make a leather pouch, 
make rope, write with a quill, get their faces painted, 
shoot a bow and arrow, listen to a very funny and great 
puppet show a great time was had by all!! It is hoped that 
new excitement about the program will have reached 
some children that may not have had a chance to 
participate in years past. 

������� � ��� �
��		
	���

 
And the Winners are…. 

 
Best Porksteak went to the American Legion Team 

Mike Kenneday, Allen Menard & Dale Mueth 
 

Best Chili & Best Booth went to The Tiki Bar 
Terri & Tania Barbeau and Mark & Ann Laurent 

 
The event was a great success for the first year, 

everyone had a wonderful time and enjoyed tasting all 
of the samples that were out there.  Plans are being 
made for next years event.  Get your recipes ready!! 
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We gathered a lot a pictures for 

the Prairie du Rocher video 
project.  We can always use 
more.  There will be more 
picture days in the future. 

�  �  �  
NEXT MONTH’S 

MEETING 
Next months meeting will 
be held on June 11th at the 
Legion, but will begin an 

hour early at 6 p.m. to 
accommodate speaker 

Sandy Timmerman who 
will be coming from a 
significant distance to 
address the group.  Ms. 

Timmermann is the 
Administrator for the 

Illinois Bed & Breakfast 
Association and will be 

bringing valuable 
information regarding the 

starting up and 
maintaining of Bed and 

Breakfast's in the state of 
Illinois.  She is also the 
owner of Timmermann 

House Bed & Breakfast in 
Aviston, Il.  Everyone is 

invited and encouraged to 
attend.  Please help us 

make sure there is a good 
crowd present to hear what 

Ms. Timmerman has to 
say. 
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