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Domestic Religious Intelligence.

'REMARKS ON 'THE STATES OF ILLINOIS
. AND MISSOURL. '
Extraciaofa Lefter from Rev, E. QorassTer, pub-
. lished in the Christian Speciator,; F
" Tho States of llinois and Missouri lie betwoen

Iat. 36° and 44° narth, and lon. 0‘13 mlf v west,
being separated by the Mississippi Rivee. The

"pophilation of Iilinois, according to the*cnsus of
1820, is 52,000, and of Misvouri 66,607, .

308 st sesslement in cither of these Stjtes was
wade nt Kuskaskia by French peaplo frog Casia-
¥a, mare than ona hundsed yeursago, Whon fhe
North-Westurn Territory came into' the lands of
thé British Government in the year.1763}most of
the wealthy people removed, the town grgtly de-
geverdted; and many elegant houscs.wen! 16 de-

CAY. “‘;f ;t has be‘;m' under the Aifdidan Go-
- 9801 hae groally improved., ¢!
. :The next 'utﬂ‘erinent worthy of notice was made

at 8¢, Lonirin 1784, by Mr, Petor Do Lacleds Li-
guest,  Ha suade hiseatablishment far the purpoges -
of trade, having oblained of the French Aathori.
ties at New-Orleans the exclusive privilege of the,
Indjdn trade on the Missouririver.  Accordiog (o
the census of 1420, St, Louis containe 4,123 in-
habitants, Jthas three printing @stablist
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arch issuing a weekly newspaper, 18 physicians,
27 attomeys and counsellors at.daw, aud 46 mer-
cantile establishmenta, )

The pepulation of these States'is for the most
part, American. ‘The French population is cow
fined princigally to the villages. ~ About onc third
af the inhabitants are French ; of Knaskaskia, one
halfs and of some other villages, nearly all. Col
lected from different quarters, and bringing with
them different opinions, feelings; and habils, the
people have as yet no gevern) character. The
siate of morals is generally better in the conntry
than in the towns, The charge of profligacy aad
vice, which has been 50 often and 20 Jiberally made
agrinet them, does not belony to them asapeople.

The French inhabitants are Catholies, They
have churches in 5t. Louis, St. Charles, Partage,
Des Sioux, Florisant, Carontolet, Des Moines,
St, Genevieve, The Barvens, and New-Madrid, in
Missouri; and Katkaskia, Praitic Du Rocher, and
Cahokia, ln Winois, There is & nunnery at Flo-
ristant, (whicl is, however, nothipg more than a
boarding schovl,) an ecclesiastical seminary at the
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Ts such to be.the fate of 3 conny,
nalure ay was tves wurte
nof believe it.

Butwhat is ta bedone? How are the o+
tern setilements o be supplivd with preacin
1 RUSWeT, S0M¢ CAN receive it vupport from tiry
congregations. There are many wealthy prop,
expecially in the villages, and they aee ot wy
!\ble buat disposed to conttihane 7;),«:}.”,- fer pn e
ing. In 51, Louis, aew yeurs sjuce, when an
successful attempt was mide to olitnin a minis,
fifteen hundred doMars were subscribed forbis
support.  In one village in Utinsis, il g the
pressure of the times Was most scverety foft, fiur
hundred dollars were subseribed, and it ancthe
eight' huudeed, for the support of a minist,
These facts completely refute the insinuatia
which bas been madeg that the desires aed the
efforts of the people doyot correspond with thir
nicans, A minister of suitnble qualification,
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Bartens, and a . seminary in 8t, Lonis, called the
St, Louis College. This Inst Iy, under the dirrc-
tion of Bishop Du Bourg, and_has 65 students,
The Rishop has a'very valuable’ library, contain
ing about 8,000 volumes, ~~ " °

The most numerous denomination of Christians
is that of the Methodists. Thero is also a consi-
derable number of Baptists, and Cumberland Pres<
byterians., However we may regard the preach-
ers of these secls on otber accouity, they deserve
much eredit for their zeal and activity 5 Tor it
must be acknowledged that thay have pevetrated,
aad prerched the gowpel, and djsseminated vital
piety and christian morality in regions where, but
for them, little mare Woull be KnuWg of christiani-
ty than the name. And although tere is renronto
lament their doctrinal esrors, and'often  their ex-"
travagant proceedings, yet by thek meane |
is prenched, and 1 therein do 14 k
will rejoice,’, cr s ST
The Presbytery, of Missouri; em;
its Jimits the - two States’ ofiwhich
Consists of 16 churches and 4’ mivive
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‘nisters ave Rev. J. Mathews at the
isiana, Rev, S, Giddingy at 8. Lo i
Robinson at $t, Chiarles, aud” Rev. Thomas Don.
nel! nt Belleviau. * The datter is the only ono who
sustaine the pastoral relation;”: Beside theae, thure
are, not yet connecled with the Prasbytery, Mr.
Facy, a licentiate, residing i St. Louis county ;
RRev. J. Townsend at Edwardsville, and Rey. A,
Willizmson at $hoal Creek. . Some of the chureh-’
es are small.  Onc bas 54, and the laegest has 50
members.  To supply these churches, 1t least vix
more mivisters are this t needed 3 and then
. some of them would be supplied, as some are now,
only for one half of the time, There are alyo ces-
tain districts in which churches are not yet csta-
hifshed, where Prisbylerisn preachors are imme-
diately wanted. To farnish any thing fikc a toles
rable supply for the country, there must by ten
ore ministess at least, e, 0 :
A preacher is wniformly received with eordiali-
ty, and welcomed with many expressionsof rezard,
T3is preaching is listened to with scrioveness and
temnity, and the kind of missionary societics
| acknowledged with gratitude.’. In severa] places
| 1 met with little companies of Chiristiane, shut out
from their once high and precious privileges, and
dosmed to a long and painful ¢ famine of the ward
of God 3* they manifested the high ";lu.o they sct.
upon the preaching of the.gowpel, by golng for the
purpose of bearing it, ten and 15 wilesin
cold and unplensant weather.
" The German setilemont in the county of Cape
Gitardeau, is worthy of uolice.? The settlement
was commonced more than 20 years since by emis
gragts from North-Carolina. - Leaving : behind
them their meeting-houses, ‘and preRchers,. sad
-Achooln; the Con¥équences are such as might kave:
been expected. 1 cannot describe thew -batter
“than in the language of oue of their members,
¢ When we cae here we had wo preaching, no
schools, and We almost forgot what we had learns
ed ; the deer ware so plenty that we thought of
little beside hunting them ; and now we areall
sunning wild, these wild woods about,” i .
On one oceasion, soon after } arrived ip the setv
tlement, } received six applications to preach in
different neighborhoods around’; spe was in write
ing, signed by 34 of the ighabitants. 'The com-
munication is As follows :~— o
v State of Missouri, Cape Girardean C
B, 18219 S ‘
“To the Rev. the moderater rud oth
bers of the Preshytery of Missouri.” e
“We, your humble petitianers, living near the
[ waters of Crooked Creek, being destitote of the
Gospe} preachod amongst us in & way which we
_in our consciences think agresable to the word of
" God, would hombly supplicate your teverend bo-
dy for such’ supplies of preaching as Godin his
providence may put it in your power togive,us 8
number of us have been living in this country 8
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! hing 1o 1wo or three congeegution, weuld
reccive a compefent supporf, Thete are al-osome
few places in the connlsy, where n minister inight
rasily be supported, chiufly by contrilutions firm
the people, of the various productions of the s.4,

There are other places where a mioister miht
support himself by teaching a school. Sune who
have good health aud active habitemay adept this
plan ; and by iustructing youth as well asprea he
ing, may e greatly vseful, It seems deinable,
however, that whiere there i such i @ -aand ot
the labors of ministers, they shouli devcte theme
selves wholly fe their pecylinr wirk.

And there are other places in which, M yetend,
little can ba expected $o be done for the sugyat
of ministers, s, In some; hatf a support worllb
needed from some Missionary Socicty; aud oo
ere; nearly a full support. i
#:tn behall the destitute, | wonld appenl then
Chrirfiang, & o mivisiers=in, behail of those sh
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Senotant and proffigate 2 Will you bid the i
ren of God Itz their hacps bpon e Nillws!
down by the fivers in the solitude sl g o
their bavishment, and weep when ey et
Zion2 - Ah!: What do § seem to heat wafedly
the western brevae from afar? lsitthesgd
gratitude and joy, is it the sweed oy of e
people of God in the far distant ngion of te
West? Hark?! ‘The accents swrl] spen thr (3%
{ can distinguish the sounis ns they fow, plaulis:
and movrnfal,—they come fiom tie raul s fios

i shall we sing the Lovdts song & strarge i
1

Once we edjoyed fhe srditances of the Lo
the Jand of our fatbers ;. the . wards of pa-'.u:r:dn\.
tife fowed sweetly from the tipe of the: mesud
of G ouF_ devotions asceuded i i ik
Atroun, of mereysnd the; Re drees s it
“midst of us 10 bless nis; i Nappy. days =t ‘m:
“are gonc-never o retarn," Protheen shallithe
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ot 10 yearts, and have not had the apportnnity of
hearing a gospel ecrmon preached without going
16 or 20 miles. And now afrs, your compliance
will fay us under fznting obligations to pray that
the pleasure of the Lord may prosper in your |
hands. And as we have uot as yel any stated place ‘
of preaching, we waald desire you o appoint the
first sermon at Mr, Jobn Hahn's on the mainlead- |
ing rond near Craaked Creek ; and we would cou-
clude by wishing all grace.” :
Such way the petition, or, in the expressive lan-
guage of the person wha penned it, the supphica
lion of these peaple, and it speaks volumes on ghc
necessity of education and missionary sociclics.
{nced nptsay that {preuched to them as much as
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