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THE CHIICAGO HISTORICAL SOCIETY.
{Foom the Historica Magazine fur Augusi).

A statute meetiug of this Society was Leld
(by adjournment) on the 9th of June, at the
bouse of the President, William . Brown,
L:-q., to_olrerve the first anniversary of the
of  Socie ‘ tion. A considerable
number of adics and gentlemen, invited guests
of the Society, were present.

HUN. DANIEL I COGK OF CUOK COUNTY.

Mr, President $irown read an extended me-
moir of the life, characier and public services
of the late Hon. Daniel P. Cook, of Illinois,
from whom the County of Couk, (Lo which he-
longs the Gity of Chicago) derived its name.
Mr. Brown detailed the Important agency of
Mr. Cook while a Represertative in the
Congress, soon after the Orgunization of lhu
State Government, in determining the policy
of the general -'o\t'rnu'eut in redatiun to the
sale and distribntion of the public lands,
buting to him the honor of having or
the pl.m of uationul grantsof the public do-
main to aid the construction Cana
rouds in the West, \slm.h in itz
proved £o heneficial, 1 s having cffected a
substitution of the’ ;u nt cash price for the
public lands (one dollar and a quarter per acre)
in the place of the system of credit at two
dollars per ucre, previously established, and
found, in its operation, detrimental to the
pubtic aud individeal interests. The connce-
tion of Mr. Cook with the early political his-
tory of the State und his personal popnlarity
were illustrated with some detail, and bis in-
tegrity of character was defended .l,':.uml SO
aspersions, particularly on the occusion of his
cuttsing the vote of Iilinois 1o be cast in favor
of the youunger President Aduamns, when the
election of President devolved upun upon the
House of Representatives.  His death at an
early age was suitably noticed, as well as the
wariy esteen in which e was held by the peo-
ple of tie State, of all political partics.

FIRST AXNUAL REPORT OF THE FKICILTY

The annual report of the Soclety’s operations
during the fiest year of its existence, was then
read l;) the Secretary. It embraced three gen-
crxltupxc». hrst, the aboriginal monaments
exisdng in the State, ascertained to reach many
thousauds in number, in many cases of gigan-
tic dimensions and mcluduw the p.\rumdal
and animal shaped in li:.:urc. The report al-
luded to personal researches made by the See-
retary, aud arrangements cffected for prehm-
nary sur besides the origiiation of ste
to bring e suljcet to the Lnrly aftention of
the State authoritics.  The 1 1).«1 progress of
settlement and cultivation  in IHino's was
thought to expose these Interesting remains,
in  many instauces, to n~ruparuhlt. m_,urv
or entire destruction. The Report touched
alzo npon the Listory of the Indian Tribes
of this region, aud particalurly of the
Hlinois proper, hnown once to Bave been nu-
merous, but by the bostilities of the tribes
from the North und the Iroqueis frem the
East, gradually waste!, and finzlly were exter-
ninated as a people. For several generations
their princiyal ehief, of the ‘Gamavons, had
been ascertained to have borne the nume of
Chicagon—the same name having been given
to the present site of Chicugo, as alco fo that

1\ ~h of the Illisois, new Knoun 23 the Des

The H.conxl topic treated of, was the modern
Hiztory of the State, which was divided into
three  perieds—tue  first  extending  from
the first  Fuvopean  discovery bv Mur-
quette and  Joliet, in 1573, embracing
the career of La Salle and of La Foretand Tou-
ti, hi rs—the wars with the Iroyuois,
ete.—the French forts, in ulmg
posts sud settiements—acluding the

ing post of Fori. Chartres, with the eivil eon-
nculmn of this region with the enlony of Loui-
stitnu—the sing rnl.nr chareteristios of the noted
treurs du lm:x,”—.xml the brilliant and at-
tractive history of the Catholic missionaries- -
the priceipal historians of the West—the period
i with' the cessien of New France and
read Britainin 1763, The second
d extending from the Lt named 1o the
rusization of the Territory in 1509—em-
l»r.uun;.: the ¢ivit connection of 1linok :
sively with Virginia, Obio and India
ploits of Geo, kagers Clark, the revolutio
hero of the \\'le,.md the ml,mrl.wl puluwnl con-
sequence of the “ordinagee of 17877 —the third
and last period extending Irom the organiz
fion of the territory to the present
amoty the leading bistorical points of W
\\ucnom.ul the atfempt in 1824 to incor-
poraie the lt‘"llll..llll)ll ol Afvican servitude
with the ul'g:x.m, law of the State- the wars
with the Briti-h and Indiuns, espreially the
Black Hawk var in 1831-2—the lwlxbit-s with
the Mormons in 1843, and iheir expulsion the
succealing year—and the system of Staie in-
ternal improvements commencing with the pro-
Jected canal from the Ilinois River to Lake
Michigau, propused in 1520, and most signally
exemplitied in the muniticent grant of over two
millions of public Yands, for the coustruction
of the ilinots Central Railroad, recently com-
pleted. The report urged the importance of
seenring the full authentic memorials o the
|lriumr_\' modern settlements within the State,

as well as the estublishment of w legad and s
tematic plan of Reglsiration by the State Legis-
latare.

‘the thind topic of the n-purl was the pro-
posed  establishment by the Society of'c Free
Publie on the most compreber
ze  expecially; 12 listorie
inerary pubiieati
wmplulc a u»llu,nuu us is pr.xulcublc of lhc
prinary  docmsents of each of the States
and Territories ol the Union, of the U.lilwl
ates and of Canada—3: a5 full an illus-
tration as may be of the history of re
Amecrica, to cmbrace the periodical, docty
and leading coutroversial public
different ec eal organizations in this
country, together with the historical develop-
ment of lhc modern missionary movement, do-
mestic and joreipzn—the two latter wclmna of
the libraj bum-r esteemed of pressing import-
ance, in ke rupid progress of settlement in
the Northwest, to aid its healthful, political
and religious development.

The chnrt gave details of the p
of the
its ¢
Libra
tions having reached §806. The total mum-
ber of bound volumes mud yearly files of news-
papers and periodicals, being 35377—of un-
houm] public documents, I'Lpol‘lt of Institutions,
religious and rcientific pamplilets,

1¢ .l'lc., 4,56G—of ch: in buund\ul-
umes or single sheeis, 101—hesides a consider-
ahle u-llcc!mn of manuseript papers and doc
umients not fully enumerated.

Tiie thanks of the Society were voted to the
P'resident and Scerctary for their communica-
tions, aud preliminary  arrangements  were
wade for their rarly pul;hu.umu, with such
other available doeminents as were in the So-
cielv’s _nu =slon.

Juue’ 16th, the regular meeting of the
Society  for month was  convened,
at  which, usual  announce-
ment  of s correspondence
and donations, was yead 2 commuic
tion from Lieut. Col. J. D. Graham, o! the U.
. Corps of Top. Engineers, detailing the par-
ticulars of late obzervations, made sunulta
neously by lmnkcll' ‘\t Chieago, and Lieut.

r o, by means
rminc the
s(proved
10 be 16 de; mn. 22 sec. ﬁ) with a refer-
enee 1o the result of astrononmical ebservations
wade by the tormer, in the year 1842, while |
employed in determining the Northeast Boun- |
dary of the United States, for the determina- |
tion of the longitude of the city of Quebee (s0
aseertained 10 he 71 deg. 12 min, 24 see, 75—
uaking the longitude of Chicago. west of
(xrccu\\uh 87 d---'. 37 min. 47 see. 4,)—the
satue paper :mnuuucing also proposed observas
tion= to be made jointly by Licut. Col. Graham
and I'rof. Bond, of the observatory at Cam-
bridgge, Mass,, \\uh a similar vi

The alwove ion accompanicd
donation of books, and also charts Lxlnbmu"
the re-ults of oflicial surveys of harbors on
Lake Michigan, and of the St. Clair flats, exe
cuted during the year 1856, under the superin-
lunlcuu.c of l.n:ul Col. Graham. The thanks
s returned to that gentleman
ion, which was ordered to
be tiled, as well as for his numerous (bliging
services in aid of the Socicty s olje

A connmittee reported  that the Society were
in possession of m.xlou.xl sufliciens to m.lkc '\
printed volume of 250 to 350 pages,
tute the first \ulmnu- of its publi
tions,  After an extended discussion of a pro-
pusal for the publication of a volume, the
mecting adjouraed.

celt tion
ciety’s objects during the lirst year of
tence—in aggregute collections for the

.:
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