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ST. CLAIR COUNTY.

An Intereating and Instructive Chapter of
Iilinols Hlistory-—The First Ploncers, tho
First County, and tho First Charch and
Hchool-oune,

To the FXiitor of The Tridune.

BeLLeviLLE, I, March 17.—I propose in this
letter to string together for the benefit of the
Jseaders of Tur TRIDUNE somne facts of interest
in connection with the early history of 8t. Clafr,
tho first organtzed county of Illinols. As early
ns ths year 1630 tho Jesuit mlsstonarics,
those wonderful plonsers who foumi no
hardship so great a8 to prevent them
from penetrating tho wilds of America, planted
the cross in the then Indian village of Kaskns-
kin. It was not, however, until the Intter part
of 1713 that they cstablished a permancnt
mmissfon there, Kaskaskia thon began to assuine
o position of fmportance. Tha Indiaus and
hunters began to bring in peitrics to exchange
for powder aud tobacco. The Jesuits crocted
several mills in the ncighborhood of Kaskaskia
and Cahokia in 1717, In 1718 the first organized
provernment {n Tllinols was established by the
Company of the West, with its headquarters nt
Fort Des Chartres, on tho cast bank of the Mis.
‘slssippl River, within tho linits of tho present
County of Randolph. This cnterprise nad
fts origin In the fertile brain of
the celobrated Scotchman, John  Law,
who at that timo had Paris. all agog
with his wild bankiug schemo, An offshoot of
the Company of the West, called the Company
of 8t. Phillp, was organized in Paris {n 1719

-for the purposo of developing the mines sup-,

posed to exist ncar Fort Des Chartres. Philip

Francis Renault was placed at the head ot this

colony. Hle got togcther somo 700 or 800

men; ahout hnlf of whom were negro ‘slaves

nurchased In tho West Indles while en route.

These slaves wero the first negroes ‘brought to

this country, and many of their decendants stiil

live In the southern part of this State. Sliver

Crcok, which runs through this county, was”so

named by b he supposed silver

orn .existed near it. From the arrival of thia
colony until the yetr 1705, when the British

took ‘posscssion, the country had cnjoyed a

great degree of prosperity, A lnrgo part of the

population left as soor as the British took
scaston, unwilling to remain and live under En~
plish rule. The first court cstablished in this
county was organized in 1763,  ’riorto this dats
all difficaltics that had arisen In this isolated

had been sut to the pricsts
for adjustment.

In the year 1781 Virginia_ceded this country
to the Jnltcd States, and fn 1337 Congress
sussed an ordinanco cstabifshing tho Nortliwest

erritory, Arthur St. Clalr wasappolnted Gov-
crnor of this Territory, and hold the oflice untif

1802, at which thne the Stato of Ohlo was

organized. Gen, 8t. Clair nrrived In Kaskaskia

carly in 1700. Thoe whole Territory at that tine

Akl not'contaln over 100 men capablo of bouln:i

arms, and not to exceed 1,600 men, women, anc

children,  the majority of whom were located in
nod abont Kaskaskiy Cahokin, and Peorla, In

a short time after the arrival of Gov. 8t. Clalr

this county wus orgnnized and named after him,
8t. Clatr County, at the time of its organization
1n 1790, oxtcndcd from tho junctfon of the Ohio
and Mlssiseippl Rivers to a potnt on the Iilinois
River near the present City of Pekin, a distance
0f 250 mjles, coverlog an area as' large as Scot
1and or Ireland. Five ivars later the County
of R.nndolfh was tuken from the southeen part
of 8t. Clair,

At this timo Kaskaskla was tho centre of the
fur trade of tho West. Ier merclmuts wero
shipplog to New Orleans and Pittaburg largo
quantitics of furs, lead, and flour, and recelving
in return powder, tobacco, blankcts, and suclt
other merchandise as the carly scttlers and In-
dians nceded. The slow-golug flathoat, often
requiring months inwhich to complete a voyage,
was the only means of transportation the mer-
chants of that day had. In spito of this draw-
back theycarried on a large and increasing trado
with the'S8outh and East, and waxed rich,

In tho year 1707 Willlam 11, Harrlson, after-
wards Presidont of the United States, was ape
polnted Becretary of the Northwest Torrit Ty,
ander Gov, 8t. Clafr, and in 1799 he was electe
Delegate to Congress by the Territorinl Legise
ature which mot at Cincinuati, and in 1803 was
appointed Governor of Indlana Territory, which
at that time {ncluded tho present State of I~

nols.

In the year 1784 Shadeack Bond, Jr., moved
from Frederick County, Muryland, and locateld
with his uncle, Bhadrach Bond, 8r., in the Amee-
{ean Bottom, near Cuhokia, 'llu wos the first
Delegato to Congress from tho Terrltory of 11-
linols In 1812, and the first Governor of Illnols
under the State organization. It was maiuly
through his Inalrunwmumty that Congress, in
1313, pnssed the act granfing the citizens the
right of pre-emption to securo thelr improve-
meuts, Provious to tho passage of this act the
;}eople had no title whatever to their landa,

his caused emigration to fluw In, permanent
improvements were made on all sides, and tho
couutry sturted on ,thut path of improvement
which ft has ever since pursued. Gov. Bond,
during hia first terin of ofllcs a3 Governor, ad-
viscd the coustrirction of o canal to connect
Lake Michigun with the Mississtppi River,

Inthe year 1807 Elder McKendres of the
Methodist Church arrived fn 8t. Clalr County,
Under his auspices the flrst Protestant editioe, s
log structure, was erccted fn fllinots, six miles
northeast of Belleville, A beautlful ‘nnd com-

dlous brick church-building now the
srnt whers once stood that humblo ploncer
church of INinois, and six miles northaast of it,
at Lebanon, 1s tho college that bears tho namo
of this fllustrious divine,

In the vear 1800 the Territory of lllinols
was organized, and Ninjfan Edwards was ap-
polated Governor, with the seat of Government
at  Kaskoskis  After the  State  wus

Edwards moved to Edwnnhvllfe. and from
thencs to Belleville in 1823, where, teu years
later, he died of cholera. Ho was clected Gove
cruor of the State in 1323,  The eloguent Uen.
2. D, Baker, who fell at the. battle of Ball's
Bluf® in the late War, was o Jaw student under
Gov, Edwards during his resideuce fu Belle-

ville.

In 1800 M. Duncan, of Kentucky, establisifed
the flest nuwgllurcr over publishod in Illinols at
Kaskasklu. This paver was afterwards carried
on by R. Blackwell aud D, P, Cook, whose namo
your county bears. In 1817 Cook was made
bearer of dispatches to John Quincy Adams, ab
that time Minlster to the Court of 8t. Jamcs,
Aflter his return he was elected Attorney-Gen.
eral, where hie remalued until hia death, in 182,

1t will perhaps ba of some fnterest totho
many school-teachers of thia State to know that
the first school in Iliinols was opened {n 1783
by John 8celoy, In the New Deslgn scttlement,
inthe present Counl.ly of Monroe. ‘This wad
sixteon years before Illinols had become a Ters
ritory, and thirty-five years before tho Statewas
organlaed.

¢ [ cxceed the limitsallowed an occasional,

I will close this lotter b{ advising those of your

readers who are iuterested in tho carly history

of this country to counsult Jobn Reynolds'

¢ Plonecr History of Hiinols," and tho writings

of the Rev. J. M.Veck, toboth of whom I am fu-

.debted for much of the lnformation coutalned

in this Jetter,

There are remaloing with us yet & few whose
meworfes still reach back to the days of Boud
and Edwards, and it 13 o rare treat to hear
them discourse of tho time . when the Indian
warriors stlll roamed over these hills and vale
leys, but the shadow of the wing of the Arch-
angel of Death is falling u'pon theu, and soon
the last of tho ploncers will haye passcd away.
One who still retains his faculties vigorous and
clear, and can tetl of 8Bt. Clair County as ho saw
it alxty {‘;u- ago, {s our worthy fellow towns-
man, *~ Wihiltam ~ McClintock. Our  ‘Teuatunio
fricnds wlll bo interceted to_know that the flret

German that ever came to Illinols was brought
| bere by Mr. McClintock. ¥
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