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TIIE CENTENARY OF ILLIVO1S,

On the morning of the 4th ings. the Springfield
(Iil.) Reyster vaid: ** A peculuar Inte.est attaches
for the citizens of this State to the .elebration of
the national anniversary to-da:~. Iiis just 100 year:
since Illinois signed the Declar..tio'1 of Independence
manifested by the capture of the cldest towns in the
country, then settled bv thc Fianch, who readily
embraced the opportunity off :ret by the expeditior
of (Jen. Olark to throw off th:rilorced British glle
giance and cast theirlot withtae :.merican colonists
Kaskaskia, Prairie de Rocher, (aholis, were the
outposts of the Western couatrs. Fort Gage, nea -
the former, readily yielded to thy ov: rtures of th:
General with his ragged Virginia nad. Kentuek -
troops, who, on the morning of the 4th of Jaly
1778, presented themselves 1afcre 111 walle. _ Qn
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I to ved yesrs hove worked wonder. in the histody

of tho country andin the lives of individuals in this

groat valley, 'heco conld be no more appropriate

gc :a;;lon to ncte them than the snrlversary of to-
£ ¢




