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SCENES AT FT. CHARTRES,

45 RUINS OF AN IIATORIOAL STRUCT-
5T Uik ON THE MISSISBIPES,

(n O1d Franoh § t and Its Cr
ling ¥ortree In the Sonthern Pact of
Tilinols—Unknown to Commeres and
Difileult of Aconss—Ita Captare by the
Britiah and Domolition by the Waters
of the Ureat, River—Turning Over tho

Taane of tho I'nat

27

LI, roads lead to Fort

Chartres” was the
American  form of
nnswer 160 years ago
to ons who inquired
the way to the Moccn
of the Westorn wil-
dernoss in tho IlNi-
nols country. W

What-
over boat came up
from the Houth laden
with explorers
stoppod at Fort
Chartres for supplles;
, and other boats com-
! by way of the Great Lakes mado the
':ﬁtlxgo nt’ChlcugD. and brought instructions
from tho King. Freach gooos, and recruits,
and carried buclk storles of the marvellous
weaith and unhcalthfuiness of tho country,
gs woll ns cargoos of furs, to Montreal.
Wherover an Indian teafl wns struck in tho
wilderness west of the Alleghanles it broad-
enod into o road with hoof points and wagon
tracks, these converging trom onst, north,
and south to o common toint—Fort Chartres.
It nold all nelghboring tribes of savages In
check, so that busy towns and thriving
farming communities grow up 1n o tran.
quitiity that has never thon begn alsturbed
within the protecting shadow of its walls,
From its strong bustions floated tho lilies of
erance, and fur-trader, sottler, and oxplorer
astencd to its protoctton and to sweor al.
legisnes to the Fronch King. Tho Purlitans
of Now Eoglund ond tho Dutch
of New York know it
to their trada in furs with the Indinans, and
the Spaniards of the Lower Miss} kopt

a8 o monace Wroathe about the

SBuch ns tho Rcuunnts of Normandy built in tho
relgn of the Henrys,

hatched wore tho roofs, with dormoer windows,

whila gables projecting
Over the bnsoment below proteoted and shadod
the doorwny,

Liko Grand Pré bofora the oxpulaign! Wa
transplant 80 casly In theso dnys and build
now homos apnrt from our fathors that this
picturo of genorationa rooted in the soil was
almost incomprehonsible, To sce Prairio du
Rochor mukes one wunderatand Acadian
ngony, Embowered in treos the dwalllnqa
rotront from tho highway. Tho roofs, roughly
shingled, stopoe to the street over tho pinzzas,
ahove which dormor windows with gablo
roofs aro sot. The walls gliston with white
paint, and lotv stono walls separate the ter-
raced lnwns from tho street, Conspicuously
in n front corner of the yard is a woll, the

d by a pont-h

}mu. But it is yoars sinco 1 was over the old
ort, It Is porhaps all gono now."
o Did tho river carry so inuch awayi"

“ The river carried away only the west
wall. ‘I'ho Miasiasipp! is & French river and
-would not molest the old fort, but men have
not been so kind, Mr. Brickey of the mill
ownod the land untll recently, and ho wns
80 good-nntured that when the farmers who
woro building housos wanted stone for foun-
dations ho let thom carry away stone from
the fort. Idonot know if
trace the walls now. mu
of its history oxcept that it is Fronch and
that a fow ~sottloments like this that
aprung up around {t. are all that is
left of the Fronch occupation of
tho  Mississippl  Vatley, hen  the
floods of 1772 took tho west wall of the fort,

0 mi chapel of Ste. Anne, and most

bucket and chaln p t

A PRENCIT MIOUSE AT PRAIRIE DU ROCHER.

The few stores and shops are of brick or
stone, stuccocd, sct back from tho stroct and
renched by stone“stops leading to a platform.
Tha mill, u tall bullding, pninted a rod brown
and surmounted by a weatber-vano, stunda
at tha north end of tho town snocr aguinst
the face of the blufl, and towering almost to
the top. Jonnie Wren could havo hud the
renlization of hor drcam—milos of roses, Tho
air 1s full of thom. Thoy chimb up aguinst lo
rochers, thoy fall over the stone walls, and
plazza  pillars  and
dormar window framos. They hold arlotous

o watchful eye on its oncronchments and the
ccenpation of the territory they claimed by
their horeditary enemy, - Noble ofticers with
ooy sounding tittes, statloned at the impor-
tant posts of Montreal or' Frontenac, In the
King's namo intriguod for promotion to the
command of Fort Chartree, the stronghold
that was to furnish. occasion for valor and
open up sources of fabulous wonlth for its
commanders aud for France. The sound of
Its canon roverbernted widely through tho
primeval forest nnd over unbroken pralries,
gnd reached tho ears of European counclls;

lxe )
BY A CART TRACK TIROUGH FIELDS OF GRAIN,

but after a lapso of only a century and a half
ho echoes bavo died to an indistinct mur.

wrestling match with the swoot-scented
|} ysuckle and both tumbled togothor
across the grass, Thay smother the pconios,
put out the light of tho star-oyed syringa,
and climb_the sameo trellis with the wall-
flower—a Bacchanaliun procession of roses
that reols tho si; and 1

the Kronch names avove tho doors of the
shops. Tho streets woro descrtod; not a por-
son had been seen as we traversed tho entire
laugth of the town ana stopped beforo a long
Fronch housn with tho pitazza shut off from
the stroet by little gates 1n the ralling, over
which the rosos tumoled. No ona but the
landlord wus presont, and he ushered me
into n tiny, low-ceiled parlor. The floor was
1aid in_ = beautiful pattern in black walout
and oak, and had tho polish of a hundred
years on its surfaco. Dimity curtains draped
tho littio square windows oponiug onto the
piazza, and a portrait of Pope Pius 1X.
framed in glit bung on tho wall.  The house,
as woll as the wholo town, looked old but not
dilapidated, and as 'i[ the first sottlors had
‘buutt for postority so thut it would havo time
10 rest nnd grow uo in poace and socurity.

It was all 8o liko tho house of *tho woalth.
lest fnrmer of Grand Fré" with its high
chumuey ploce and setteo that I half oxpected
to sco the ** mmden:in snow-white cap and
kirtlo of homespun,” Perhaps Evangelino
in her ‘scarch_for Gabriel paused In this
villugo—or at Fort Chartres around which
St. Anne then clustered and which could not
have been_uniike Prairie du Roghor, I hna
forgotten Fort Chartros, but it was 1mpossi-
blo that the residents of this village should
hnv:s done 80. It wos itself a part of the
past.

IN TIE LITTLE DRICK OHAPEL.

Following the dircotions of mine host I

mer. and & place .to which all roads led as to  wont across tho flold to a little brick chapel

ashrine is now reached only by a cart track
Yetween flelds of krawn, = 7 o
ANLY A DISUWAT. SWAMD,

One who inauired the way to Fort Chartres
in tkeso days would receivo o sbako of the
head. Elaborato railrond guides give no in-
formation, and history is silent or says con-
closively: * Tho spot where Fort Chartres
stood is now tho Led of the Mississippt

River Only a fow who have in
later years traced tho uncoertaln lines
of its old foundations koow this to be

untruo, Commerce tukes no cognizancoe of it.
Midway between 8t, Louls and Chester, on
tho Mississipp) river, & point on the mapis
marked ** Fort Chartres,” but when I inquired
at tho steambout oftices in 8t. Louls for irans-
portion thither I wna maot by a question:

“Youmenn Fort Churtres Landing? No pas.
senger boals stod there. It has nothing but
s warehiouso used by Mr, Brickoy of Fraio
du Rocher mills to siip flour to New Orleans,
IWsa swamp, and there isu’t oven o farm-
house within a mile of the Landing."

This was discouru;zlna. but consulting my
map again, 1 found Prairio du Rocher nearest
the point marked Fort Chartres. Tho steam.
boat ofiicers knew nothing about the placs
excent that My, Brickey had o mill thore. It
wasoft tho rallronds, and could probably bo
reached by way of Red Bud, a town of uncer-
tain size, forty mules from St Louis, on the
Mobile & Ohio Road, KFrom thove it was at
least twenty miles froms what might prove to

¢ only uw mll and an uccossory ianding.
When 1 boarded a train for Red Bud Iplunged
into an uuknown country, not knowing hosy
Tshould get futo it or outof it, or whother 1
should find any trace of tho object of my
search, old Fort Chortres.

But Irairie du Jtocher—the namo was on-
tourazing in itsell, if tho estimation in which
the pluce wis held by the wodern Town of
Red Hud wus not. ‘I'ie landlady at tho bar-
rack of u hotel where I stopped over night
gave ine n picco of aavica.

“1f you have to go to P’rairie du Rocher,”
88 i it wore 1mponssiblo to concelve of uny
o1eroing tnere who wns mot obliged to,

You bad Detter stay hero until Mondny, A
Sunday :hore would kill any one from the
city. Wiy, it's a tumbto-down old Freuca
town; hall the peobie in it nover use English
Unless they are compelied to, end thore's
tothing on carth to see. O, thoro niay bo 300
people there, wil o contury bohind tho timos,
Rud they wi | be at tha ol Sundav.”?

L “ PN
1\\nm. ameture! 1 had seen b0 towns like
ted Hud, but “ o tumble-down old  Fronch
town™ in tho heart of lllinols wus o novelty
Worth onc’s gretvng up at§ o'clock  Sunday

;’"’"H"L: w0 0% to seo as much of it as posaible,
d@nuhl out, tno, such rich promise of tra-

;twns ot Fort Churtres in the very tongue
oflts former comnmanders, aven if avery
atunu of the old strocture had been swept

oW to the Gulf of Mexico,

t Was 4 monotonous drivo over ronds
roughencd by recent rutng. Tho trees dripped
8bove pur fewds, mud splashed over us,
8nd the carringe Jolted through ruts mile
afler wile, past whoat ticlds and acros of in-
cense from clover fields drenched with rain,

OW furi houses, long distuicos apart, had
B ancient, nusubstantiol uupearance, Ureat
J‘ 13 of country were stitl uncliimod from
c"" denan woods or disease-breeding tarshes
.‘§er whivh a fog hung perpetunlly, and
.-4oum not bo dismipated by the sun which

dudenly burst from s cloud and flushed

oI nuiiionw of raindrana that walehtoed tha

}\'hgr.nt und the undergrowth of the . forost,
mumu just in tuno to flnod & deep ravine
M“""""::h heavy clay that wound around
hmie urcxpected hills and, growing decper
“rln ier on, werminated in u broud prairie,
“l-.n utecme through a pass lu the bluffs—

.v:l('llclmr”~nnu stood at the ontranco of

:AL;“ uge.  No houses wero visinle
ot but  stretching far to  the
orilesst und southoust was o lordly lino of

prons Pl 150 feet stralght up from the
wirie. 1he fuco was of limestone, dis
"‘E"“{L scarred, and seamed by the uction of
m\_“uxur and atmosphere. Tho top wus
n.x\-‘"‘t“ with lofty trecs, ond the rugged
w?}h‘rn veiled whaoruver ferns or shyub-
lnw" could finag g bit of soil tocling to. Be-
wm'.'"m fur to tho west, spread the prairie,.
ot et of woods on the horizon marking
lw'-'"""" of the “Father of Waters,’' and
s, b the buse of the bluff, within the
bW ot the roclt, lay the littlo Viilage of

u\'\f‘j;'\! uu Rucher, » group of half o hundred
m;;uuuwun single broud streot with tne
m:;u)nlm:l ult-shonts following the frregular

tor on the n?‘nh and strotch-

LAGE OF PRATHIE DI ROCHERL
town! Iruly you will sce noth-
W 10 side of Cunwda sud the eigh-
uth centupy, .

ealy Lulit ware th
o houses, with frames of
Uik aud of hemook, suksh

ZARI R
A Frenehy
',:Vhl;u 1th

which was crowded to the doors with a rural
congregation, Tne men stepped asido to lot
mo into a pew, displaying ao curiosity about
a stranger where strangors must bo raro,
They were of small physique, brown and
wiry, and olothed in home-mndo garments,
Straight black hair, often untrimmed, shaded
mild black eyes that wore non-speculative,
untroubled, nnd contented ke thoso of o
domesuo animul. Patient, plodd

t
of the viltaze, everything was removed hero
and the parish cootinued under the name of
Father Crowet will show you
tho parish registers of Hto, Anne, which are
kopt dotwn at the priest’s house.”"

ato in the afternoon I wasdriven over
to tno slto of tho old fort Ly Mr. John
Brickey, son of the mill owner, who seomod
uncerlu(n of his way.

“The roads to 1t aro changed every yoar
by tho man who llves on the farm, according
as ho lays out his flelds and leaves moroly 8
cart track to haut off grain. It is only a
mila from the landing where wo ship flour
and can be reached by arond lying at the
foot nf the old bank of tne river, but that is
marshy ond often impassablo in the spring,
The farm hus belonged to my father several
times in the lnst forty years, but the land is
poor and he hns always tried to got rid of n’
but it comes back on him like & bad pcuny.”

THE ROAD TO TIIE OLD FORT.

Wo rode across dripping wheat ficlds and ||

came suadenly up to a farm cabln with as
much ovidence of comfort and civilization
nbout it as a Tonnossco mountainecr's homo,
The man was a Gorman-by the name of
Wehrin, and only a tenant on this land, al-
most worthloas oxcept for its associations.
A tiock of scant-skirted, yallow-lecfc girls
stepped out from the porch like half.fledgea
hanghal chi to | thoir visitors.
But tne farmer himself was talkative,

We tracod three sidos of the fort even to
the perfect line of the corner bastions by
the ridge of enrth covered rocks whore the
foundations stili 110 intact. In tha southeast

THE OLD POWDER MAGAZINE,

corner stand the crumbling ruins of the old
powdor muﬁnzlnc, now uscd ns o shoopfold;’
tho only building of which ovon a portion 18
left, Tho f 1t of the I dunt's
houso can bo seen, und a portion of tho bar-
racks on thne south. A gigantic oank tres
grows insido the Intondant’s house, and an
orchard and wheat flolds covor most of the
western wall.  Tho farmhouse stunds at-
most in the contre of the inclosure, facing
to the river. Down near twhoro the
floods carried atway the southwest bns-
tion is a wall dug in 1713, Tho sides
are faced with huge bowlders, and in the
cravices ferns and moss grow far down Into
the dark cavorn. A moss-coverod bucket
drow up a tinkling, splashing burden over
the windlass, and we drank the health of Do
Villiers, Makarty, and Bt. Ange outof o tin
divoer.
RELICS OF TIIE DAYS'GONE BY.

The farmor showed some cannon balls, bul-
lets, & butlet mold, o fragment of a sword,
somo anciont mcnt.-hooku and pieces of shells
which he had picked up, but not a0 much asa
bullot would ho part with. A historloal so-
clety in St. Louis had tried to convince him
of their right to these relics, * But," ho sald
astutely botween puffs at his short cob pipe,
#8aind Louis aind in Ilinols in n hurry, an
dat's vers 1 pnys taxos,”

Waiting thero in the crazy old porch for
the rain to pass over, the splondor of tne old
structure, now fallon to_decay, rosc bofore
me, and its history passed like o pagoant. It
began in the daring mind of Robert Cavalier,
Stour do Ia Salte, to whom obstuclos did not
exist. His project was to build a lino of forts,
begl with Fort Frontenac on tho Ontario

prising, belonging to the peasant cluss us

much as - if Makarty still held solgn-
orial rights over them. The women
wore of the Bame tyone, They ware

sunk deep In tholr unquestioning deo-
votions and buried in slut sunbonnots,
thoir figures draped in limp calico dresscs of
on nnti?uo cut. The children wore proter-
naturally old and solemn and brown and po-
1te, Not a dozon persons in the congregation
hud a modern ook, and even they had
brought thair looks snd manners from Nor-
mundy and their millinery from Kedbud or
Chester. 'In contrast n fat and jolly young
German d from Hoidelb i

and extending stong the Great Lakos und
tho Miasisslppi to New Orlenns, that should
hold the vast Mississippl Valloy for Franca.
But it was forty years after his death by an
wssnssin’s hand In Texns before the flrst
stono of Fort Chartres was laid by the
Fronch Government und tho Wost India Com-
pany. In 1718 Piorro Duqué Bowsorlunt ar-
rived oa tho Mississipps with the commission
of Commundant of 1llinois and with struc-
tions und means toerect a fort 1n tho coun-

try. _Ho sclected o nlaco midway botweon
tha Fronch tawns of Kaskaskia una - Caho-
kia, which had beon settiod long before. His

i ts of sold d_the stonc founda.

o sormon. from the high putpit, his whito
robes and vestments sitting on him with the
jauntinoss of a smoking jucket. Ho paused
in his English occasionaily for u Frenoh word
that would bo mora forcivle, Ave Mario ana
rosponros were given with an accent to
bo onvied by o Prairlo_avonuo belle as unat-
Llo, 1caught a glimpso of o wirl's fuce
onco from behind an ovorshadowing hat.
Bhoe was tellng hor beuds, murmuring ovor
thom, and for 8 moment sho looked like o Bt.
Geneviove., Then she camo down from hor
oxaltation and the cross on hor rosary
dropped from hor hand into her bosom like
an anchor droppoed from a ship into a fonm-
tossod sea, When alic passed out of the
church buefore me the buntification was
gone, leaving her quite commonnylace.
As the women walked dowa the pavement
to tho wicker gato tho mon atood in line on

¥ of

tlons of the fort and cut tho trees of the vir-
gin forest for palisades. Aftor two yoars'
work and the expendituro of more thon
2,000,000 crowns of govd Irench money tho
fort was comploted oud named Fort Chartres,
In bonor of Duo do Chartres.

Plallo Francls Renault came over {from
Parls forathe India Compuny, bringing with
hlin svldiors, minors, settlers, and slaves to
the number of 230, All the land along the
river botwoon Kaskaskia and the fori was
rapldly cloared and sottled, and the Parish of
t'lr.. Alpno du Fort Churtres ostublishod by tho

. TMITRNEN AT THR RTAKN.

Tho Commandant led 4 morry life. Mag-
niflcont quartors woro provided for him and
the Intonannt in tho fort; ho planted tho
canuon to overlook the river that ran below
and torrorized tho Indians and Bpaniards.
Tordly pr of gentlemen and ladics

clther side and overy bat was dofer 5
lifted, LEven a group of colored hboys stood
uncovered, siicnt and respectfvl, What com-
munity of mixed Americans would huave
shown this ehivalry? As 1 went un the wide
roso wroathed street I hoard a French sco-
tanco behind me, or an English one withn
French occont. The tongs wore musical
morry, and contonted. 1stood on the hotal
porch and saw tho peoplo disappear undor

TO WATER

TOB FARMERS BT?)‘I'BD THEIR
(O

the dormer windows behind the roses; saw
the farmers siop to water thelr horsos at any
waysido well that struck .thelr frnoy; re-
turned the courteous bows, aud then the sun.
alitno sigpt on tho silent town, the precipitous
sides of lo rocher ond the veraure that
crowned its lofty summit. A Babbath - still-
nass was In tho alr, brokenonly bya rod bird
and a Bultimore oriole that flashed llke jow-
vis across tho sun and swuog in the branches
of u sycamore that shaded an old_woll, Ho
‘might it have beon at 8t. Anue du Fort Char-
tres u century nnd o holf ngo undor the min.
{strations of Ht. Ange, only that thuro was
ldness, enterprise, prowess and prido, and

a curtain statoly strido with which ploneers
and conquerors of the wilderncss alwuys
walk ;urou;xh tistory, Horoit was as if o

of formor d

rm s an
had been dropped down In a happy vulley,
while auother contury moved on the mount-
ulns above thom.

A VISIT TO OLD PORT CHARTRES,

Traclog Out the Ruing of the Ulistoric
Structura—Sosnes of the Past

It was over & duinty littlo dinnor of sulads
and desserts, with unknown sauces, that
uuburdencd wysoclt to tho Janaludy, with bor
crisp, crinklod black hair, and to her pretiy
daughter. I hnd come all the way from Chi
cugo to find Fort Chiurtres,

# Theore is nothung there but a few stonos,
ma cherie,’” she said. *“Jtisa pity to come
30 far to see so little} aud such a poor little
town, too, We have rothing new to show

Reprinted with permission of the Chicago Tribune.

in _velvats, brocades, lncos, and powdor
walked into the Josuit chapol Bunday and to
morming mass. Ronnull was succecded by
Do Sietto in 1725 and ho a fow years lator by
8t. Ange. In 1731 came the gallant young
Piorre I’ Artaguiotte, who had won such sig-
nal victorios In tho Natchoz war that ho was
appoited to command Fort Chartres, a placo
thut noeded great skill to hold owing to the
hostillties of tho 13 ds and Ch

1n o battlo with tho Cnickasaws at their vil-
lage occurred o torrlble event, in_which all
tho ofticers from Fort Chartres, D'Artagui-
ette, Vinsonng, and a young son of 8t. Angu
wero captured aud buraed ut tho stake.

The bolls of 8t. Anne were tolled, masses
were saud, and tho sottlors who had tived so
long In Yuncu shuddered for tho future. But
penceful days came again, The Chickasaws
woro afraid to encounter tho new garrison
under tho commund of Alphonse do la Buis-
sopiere and commorco was estublishea bo-
tween the fort und New Orlcuns, The Vil-
lages of DPrairie du Rocher ana 8t Philip
woers sottled, and youngor sons of noblo
I;nmlléos bu!'uu to ?‘:rlkvo. sooking weu'lgh une

of land wi wh is hotd by
scondants of thoso ourly settlers, Chovalior
dn Bertel, Do Bionville, and the stnrgquis do
Vauarouil communded jo turn, Whispers of
the war betwean l':nglnud 4nd France ciusod
much anxiety ut Fort Chartros, Bowmo En-
glish splos wore capturcd on tho river und
confined in the dungcon, and e Bertol
bogged for reinforcements,

URHUILLING THE OLD 8TRUCTURRE.

Ir theuutumn of 1730 Cheyahor ds Makar-
ty acrived with orders L toar away tuo
weoden pullisudos and rebulid and utranrh.
on the old fort with solid etono work, After
it was finlshed tho fort Ia curotully gescribed
1u records as huviug un erchod gutoway fife
toen feot highy & cut stone platform above
tho gato, with astair of nineleon atono stops,
buving 8 stono Lalustrude londing o it; 1ts
walls of stone cighteen foet In hilght; and
{is four bastions, cuch with forty-cignt loop-
holas, cight einbrosures, and u sootry-
box, tho whole in cut stono. Aund
within, the groat storohousc, ninoty feetlong
by thirty wide, twvo stories high, nnd gable-
roofed; the guard-house, having two rooms
above for tuc chupel and missionary quar.
ters; tho govornmont-housg, 84xi2, with tron
gulos und o stouo porch, u couch-louso and
pigeon-hiouse adjolulng, and & largo stone
well lnside; the Intondunt’s houso of stouo
and fron, witha L)arm:o‘ the two 1ows of
Yerraoks, ook 9% Lot long: tha muyrazinn
thirty-tfive feot wide, thirty-oight foet louﬁ.
and thivteen foet bigh above the wround,
with a doorwav of cut stong, aud _two doors,
one of wood und ono of iron; tho bake-house,
with two ovons and ustono woil in froat;
tno prison, with four colls of cut atono an
wron doors; nud ong large rellef gate to the
north; tho waole juclosing un areu of moro
than Jour aores.

he work wus hardly corapleted before the
Fronch snd Indweh wur began and Neyou de

Villiers, & captain from Fort Chartres has we

* nishod men ns wolI]

honor of compelling young Gaorge Washing-
ton to surrendor Fort Necessity,

From the productivenoss of the country
fabout it Fort Chartres becameo a groat com-
missary depot during this war, and it fur-
for almost every battle
saw the vallant soldiors of Makarty slmin,
When Cannda was surrendered they thought
tho colony of 1ilinots wou'd still bo retained

GROUND PLAN OP FORT OHARTRES.
by France, but In the trougn! 1763 with ono

stroke of the pon of Louls
passed into English hands)

Not yetl Bt Aogo, old and fosble, came
back to the fort, and Ponllac atood 'In tho
wn_r of the English, Tho. lilies of France
still floated from the stono bastions and Pon.
tine would as soon sign a treatv with the

rince of darkness as with'the English, He

rought his rod warriors to the fort to the
ald of Bt. Ango, who told him all was over,
‘I'ho old Freach nobleman and the noble In-
dien wept togethor, and the noxtday the
oross of 8t. Georgo floated from tho bustions,

V. Fort Chartres

WRECKED BY THE MIGHTY RIVEK.

ilow the Fort YWas Ewept Awny by tho
I¥aters of the Misslssinnl,

But It was for soveu yearaonly that British
ofticers hold command at Fort Churtres. The
rivor was French from the Falls of 8t. An-
thony to Loulsiana, and resented English
occupancy. The shades of Marquette, La
Salle, Jolict, Hennopin, and Tontl haunted
its wholo course, Higher and higher cront
tno waters. In 1764, when the inik that had
aigned the treaty was scarcely dry, tho
waters ot the Misaisaippl bogan tohave a
threatening, sinister look, and in 1772 o tor-
rent poured down widentng tho stream until
it coarried away the river wall of the fort.
Tho next day the waters had returncd to the
old channel, but the Hritish garrison had fled,
never to return, Tho parish register of 8.
Aune was romoved to Prairio du Rocher,
and the ° demolishod church and vil-
lage woere abandonod. © The river ro-
ceoed, nnd the bottomland, wore thon a
mile wido bslow the fort, hecmnu covered
twith a ranlk growth of trees and uodororush
which concealed the rufus from the river.
Man did the rost, and stonc by stono tho
magnificent ruin which the Government
should afterwards havo proserved was cat-
ricd away to form the foundutions or line the
celtars of farmhouscs of ‘now settlors who
knotw none of the associntions of the place.

Old Gov. RRoynolds suw the fortin 1802,
when much of it still remainod, and as late
as 1820 it was surveyed by Beck, who preo-
pared u gazetteer of Ilhinols and speuks of It
us o splandid ruin.

OVENED TO BETTLERS IN 1840,

Fort Chartros HReservation was opesed to
sottlers in 184, the fnclosure was cleared of
trees, nnd part of the stone from the Intend-
ant's house used in the fnundations and chim-
pey of the cabin that still stands on the spot.
The vandalism woenton, and nowonly 8 waver.
ing, irregular line of earth-cavered stone-
worl: marks the old foundations. Only tho
crambhing ruins of tHe magazine, waich
under all this demolition siill stands sturdi-
lv. testifios ta the 1nvincthility of thoold fort.

&
A BIT OP LANDSCAPE.
We took snother drink to tho gallant sol-

diors who had hald the place in thu{mnt,
tuen turned down the steep old bank of the
river and drove along the edgo of the swvamp
under trees the low branches of which
drenched our faces with ruin, Marsh mari-
gotds glowed in tho swnmp, the broad leaves
of thu lotus floated on pools of wuter, and
forns of almost tronical growth minglod with
the folings of the. trees, The mosqmitoes
which tnd eaused good Futher Ielsson to do
jontiuco for swoamng swarmod about us,
olsomu vapors crept up from tho swamp,
whtle the toud, rushing sound of the wind in
the troos drowned whatover murmur of tho
Mississippl, & mile nwuy, might have reached
our curs,
* Monday morning, beforo leaving for Kas-
kaskin, I'visitod the priest’s house, It was
school-timo, but no brown-skinnod, exquisito-
1y polito littlo children wero scen on their
woy to school, Insteud tho doors of the
church wero piled high with books and
lunch baskets, Tho childron of Prairle du
Hocher woro at moraing mass, Prosently
|hu¥‘ﬂlcd out, and picking up thoir books
walked decorously, two and two, to tho
school-house across tho strest, hoeaded by
aistors in the white robos of the Dominican

rdor.

"The fat littlo German priest conducted me
to the rear of the church, where he showed
mo'mo i scrvice, four glu}ur

r

and i or T

wafers, all solia and of cxquisite handwork.
‘'ne matal was sg thin and puro that hand-
ling for nearly two conturlos had covered
the piecos with numerous dents, Thoy hud
all been used In the first communion udminis-
toved at St Anne du Fort Chartres and wero
still in use, A taborneclo of inlaid wood was
of tho same date, Vostmonts of satin and
brocade bore the handiwork of skillful
finuara lane tdla in eonvants of old France.
neEenitnd RACK IN 1721

The parish register, tuttorod and worm-
caten, the stained, mildewed papor held
togother by strivs of linon along tho margins,
bears some records of 1720, the first your of
tho establishment of Bt. Anne._ There wore
tho autographs of Bt. Ange, Makarty, and
De Villiors, and o rocord of the death of
D*Artagulotte, But ‘*short and simvle an-
nals," the marringos, births, and deathis of
parishionors form the bulk of two voluines,
Among the oarliest 1s mention made of Joan
Baptiste Barbuu nnd his wifo Jeanuetto, who
witnessed somo . ‘Their d lunts
still live at Prairlo du liuchor. and preserve
the old tonguc und customs as tholr proudcest
osacsaion, Muauy Acadians found rofugo
1oro after their expulsion from Cannda, und
thelr chitdrou huve nover since beon dis-
turbed. Old Fort Chartres conquerad i poace,
for ait so fortunuto us to place tiemsdives
undor its protcction, and wow, if not rever-
ently proserved ns jt should havo been, 18 ut
Jonst falling into poeaceful oblivien within
sonnd of & languago that scoms an ocho of
fsn nnat and o nenmizn that fta traditions

11 uot be forzolton, Nona Msrks.




